
Development Committee
Greenway Parks Plan Update



Background
• Recreation area created on the West 

side by the Flood Control System

River Corridor Redevelopment Plan (2008-2009)



Background
• Cedar Rapids Greenway Parks Plan 

(2014)
• Over 300 participants from the general 

public
• Outreach with a variety of user groups

• Over 100 acres of park/recreation area



Why - Greenway Plan Update
• Updated West side Flood Control System alignment
• Established feasibility of whitewater park
• 1st and 1st West Project



Purpose - Greenway Plan Update
• Engagement with the community to build momentum
• Collaboration to enhance amenities through other City 

projects
• Positions City to be competitive 

for federal funding



Greenway Plan Update
• Joint project led by Parks and Recreation and Community 

Development
• City awarded contract to Michael Van Valkenburgh Associates 

Inc. (MVVA) 
• With subcontractors:

 Anderson Bogert (local civil engineering)
 Seelman Landscape Architecture (local landscape architect)
 Limnotech (environmental and water resources engineering)
 Landwise (economic advisor)



• Steering Committee
• Neighborhood Associations
• Open House

• Held Thursday, February 22 at NewBo 
City Market

• Approximately 65 attendees
• Online Survey

• Interactive review of concepts and 
opportunity to provide feedback

• 451 responses

Community Engagement
Draft Concepts



• 82% of respondents say the 
Greenway Park concepts 
address/align with many or all 
of the community’s needs

Community Feedback

n = 374



• Which three park amenities would you like to see most?

Community Feedback

1. Trails (Valley Promenade, Riverfront Walk, etc.)
2. Canoe Safari, Paddle Launch, & High Marsh/Rookery
3. Whitewater Course and Support
4. Water Play
5. Open Space (Picnic Grove, Valley Lawn, Levee Overlook, etc.)



• Which three park amenities would you like to see most?

n = 436



Community Feedback

Like it All
50

Excitement
13

Let’s Make it 
Happen

13

Kudos
11

Appreciation

In Favor
21

Surfing
7

Accessibility 
& Safety

3

Whitewater 
Course

Eminent 
Domain,
Housing

11

Financial
7

Safety
8

Traffic
4

Other 
Priorities

4

Concerns

Five Seasons 
Ski Team

12
Year 

Round 
Use 

5

Free
5

Food 
Trucks & 
Markets

4

Programming

87 total comments 37 total comments 34 total comments 31 total comments

*Topic areas with two or fewer comments are not shown in the bubble cloud*



Community Feedback

27 total comments 25 total comments 22 total comments 17 total comments

Skills Course
12

Pump 
Track

11

Skate Park &
Skills Course

Expand 
Riverfront 

Skate 
Park 4

Environmental 
Restoration & 

Native 
Vegetation 

13

Accessibility 
7

Unique
3

Considerations

Parking
10

Restrooms
9

Signs
3

Support 
Amenities

Disc 
Golf

7

Fishing
4

Other Park
Amenities

*Topic areas with two or fewer comments are not shown in the bubble cloud*



Presented by:
Haley Sevening
Planner 
h.sevening@cedar-rapids.org
319-286-5115

Next Steps
• Final Greenway Parks Plan     March – April 2024

• Introduction and project background
• Park concepts and renderings
• Economic impact analysis
• Funding opportunities

• City Council Plan Adoption     Anticipated May 2024
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